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Obtain	a	clean,		

dry	microscope	slide		

	
and	cover	slip	

	

Use	the	medicine	dropper		
	
	

to	place	1	or	2	drops	of	water	
in	the	middle	of	the	
microscope	slide	

	
Draw	a	sketch	of	the	
specimens	you	viewed.	

	

	

	
	
	

Place	the	slide	in	front	of	you.	

Carefully	cut	a	lowercase	“e”	
from	the	newspaper.	

	

Start	with	low	power	
	and	then	move	to	medium	

power	

					 	
	 	

Build Your Own Microscope         Grade 8 – Cells
 

Procedure Cards- Preparing a Wet Mount 
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View	the	sample		

	
under	the	microscope	

		

Gently	lower	the	cover	slip	
over	the	sample.		

	
	

If	any	air	bubbles	get	trapped,	
carefully	move	the	cover	slip	
with	your	finger	to	free	them.	

Use	tweezers	
	

to	place		
the	“e”	right	side	up	on	the	

drop	of	water.	

Hold	the	cover	slip	very	
carefully	by	its	edges,	at	an	
angle	of	about	45°	to	the	
surface	of	the	slide	
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